Eid Miladun Nabi — Mawlid — Milad — 12 Rabiyul Awal

http://fatwaa.com/Innovations/mawlid-an-innovation.html

A person’s Iman is only complete once he loves Nabi (1—a & 4 e 5.l more

than his parents, his children and all his belongings. It is narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari
and Sahih Muslim that Nabi 1= &l 42l 5.l usaid,
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“None of you truly believes until I am more beloved to him than his father, his
children and mankind in its entirety.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1/14 and Sahih Muslim
1/49)

It is firstly essential to discuss the issue of confining the mawlid to the month of Rabr’
al-awwal. It should be known that Allah Ta’ala sent the Prophet (J1—a & 4 e
al— with a complete way of life and made him a perfect example for the believers.
Allah Ta’ala said,
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“Verily for you in the messenger of Allah there was a good example...” (Al Ahzab,
21)

Any action which does not confirm with the prophetic way of life will be rejected in
the court of Allah, as the Prophet l—a & 4le 5.l wsaid,
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“Whoever innovates something in this matter of ours (i.e., Islam), it will be rejected”
(Sahih al-Bukhari 7/146, Dar Ibn Kathir)

The celebration of the mawlid is an innovation in religion. Neither was it the practice
of the Prophet (\—= 4l 4 _le 54l wnor did the companions or tabi’in (followers)
celebrate this occasion. The great scholar, ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Al-Kashmiri (May
Allah Ta'ala be pleased with him) said,

“A Sufi innovated it in the era of Sultan Irbil around the year 600 A.H, and it does not
have any basis in our pure Shar’ah.” (Al-‘Arf ash-Shadhi, 2/82)



Scholars state that the first person to introduce the innovation (bid'a) of celebrating
the Milad was the ruler of Irbil, Muzaffar ad-Din ibn Zain ad-Din. This was six
centuries after the period of prophet hood.

‘Allamah Mu’iz ad-Din Hasan Khwarzimi (May Allah Ta'ala be pleased with him)
states in his book, ‘Al-Qawl al-Mu’tamad’,

“The Ruler of Irbal, King Muzaffar Abti Sa’id Kawkari, was an irreligious and
prodigal king. He ordered the scholars of his time to act according to their opinions
and discard the practice of following any school of law. A group of learned men
inclined towards him. He (this king) organized Mawltd sessions during the month of
Rab1’ al-Awwal. He was the first king ever to introduce this practice.”

A ‘scholar’ by the name of Abul Khattab ‘Umar bin Hasan bin Dihya Al-Andalusi

supported and assisted the king in this innovation.

‘Allamah Ibn Kathir (May Allah Ta'ala have mercy on him) has reported on the
authority of As-Sabt about this person,
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“Ibn ‘Unain (Ibn Dihya) used to insult the Muslims and vilify them. He would make
additions in his report and exaggerate. The people stopped narrating traditions from
him and falsified him.” (Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, 3/144-146)

The great scholar of Hadith, ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar Al-°Asqalani (May Allah Ta'ala have
mercy on him) commented on him,
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“He was a follower of the Zahiri school of thought and often slandered the scholars
and the scholars of the past. He possessed an evil tongue and was stupid, self-
conceited, lacked insight in religious matters, and looked down upon religion.”
(Lisan al-Mizan, 4/296)

From the afore-mentioned it becomes apparent which type of people innovated the
celebration of the mawlid. The companions loved the Prophet the most yet they did
not celebrate the mawlid. They remained alive after him for about a century, but
despite their unparalleled and profound love towards the Holy Prophet (Peace and
salutations be on him), they never celebrated his birthday. If the mawlid was a
meritorious and divinely inspired act, then surely the Messenger l—adl 4l
al— would have commanded the Ummah to celebrate it, or at least, either he or his
noble Companions would have practiced on it. Since it cannot be substantiated by any



action of theirs, it becomes crystal clear that celebrating the mawlid has absolutely no
relationship with Islam and it is Biddh (innovation).

Furthermore, there are numerous other vices which take place at a mawlid. Music,
intermingling of sexes, squandering of wealth, omitting compulsory prayers etc. are
just few of the many wrongs which prevalent on such occasions. Moreover, the
Celebration of the mawlid is an imitation of the Christians, who celebrate the birth of
the Messiah (peace be upon him).

In light of the above, it will not be permissible to celebrate the mawlid even if a
person beliefs that the Prophet is not present. Muslims should rather strive to revive
the Sunnah and put an end to bid’ah (innovation); they should not do any action until
they know the ruling of Allah concerning it.

If gatherings are conducted at a random in which the love of Nabi (l—a & 4l
al— is discussed and people are encouraged to follow the Sunnah, then that is
permissible on condition there is nothing un-Islamic in such gatherings.

This ruling is derived from the following narration of Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim,
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Abt Hurairah narrates, “Umar once passed by Hassan who was saying poetry in the

Masjid. He glanced angrily towards Hassan. Hassan responded, “I used to say poetry
and in the Masjid there used to be one who is greater than you (meaning Nabi 1—=

4l ale 5.l ) (Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

And Allah Ta'ala knows best.

Wassalam,
Shaykh (Mufti) Ismail Moosa (HA)



