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As impiety and following of desires became more common, the scholars became more unequivocal 

of the obligation of following one school exclusively. The historical facts make this explicitly clear and 

anyone who contends otherwise is frankly out of touch with the reality and is unaware of the 

countless illustrious jurists who have stated this view. In short, the fact is that by the end of the 

second century, and also the end of the best generations, there was a shift in the general attitude of 

people and personal desires started playing a greater role in the opinions being follow.  

 

The Prophet (salallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) himself had forewarned of this when he said, "Then 

falsehood will become widespread." It was at this time that the scholars unanimously agreed that 

no longer will people be given the option of choosing opinions, rather they must follow one school 

only, whichever that may be from the four.  

 

Imam Shah Waliyyullah (rahmatullahi alaih) states, "After the second century, adherance to specific 

schools appeared among the Muslims... and this was the obligation at that time." (See Al-Insaf fi 

Bayan Asbab al-Ikhtilaf, pg.70)  
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